Steve Inch
Executive Director

Development and Regeneration Services

229 George Street

Glasgow

G1 1QU

Dear Steve Inch,
It has recently come to my attention that a certain decelopment company, Otago Street Ltd, has just put proposals forward to develop the Otago Lane and Otago Street area, an idea I find quite frankly proposterous on so many different levels.

First and foremost I am concerned that the plans are not in keeping with the character of the West End. By this I mean that two blocks of flats of 8 floors are being erected, completely flouting the tenement tradition of 4 floors. These buildings will be highly visible from the other side of the Kelvin where I walk frequently and will ruin the natural shape iof the bank, more so than the new building on Gisbson Street. I am wondering if that precedent is the reason for such a viciously ambitious project. In addition to all this has anyone though about the parking! People are already at a loss of where to park their cars and these planners are planning to increase the pressure on those few spaces available. There is a car park, I believe, but this is hardly large enough for the vehicles of potentially 200 more inhabitants. Added to this the increase in traffic and what is there, mayhem. Already roads are blocked morning and night and are getting more and more dangerous, especially when there’s kids running around at all hours. On top of all that, what are all those poor shops and businesses going to do when all the building work is going on? Surely this is going to ruin their livelihoods and so damage a whole community.

Hopefully you will take account of this objection and these points which I think are completely valid. 

Yours with concern,

I am writing to voice my concern over the planned development of the block in which I live – 65-77 Otago Street.

The following are the issues and points of objection I would like to make:

1. At no point was I notified about the development that will directly affect my block of flats. I believe this is against planning law and principles. I was informed by the neighbours on Otago Lane and their facebook campaign. 

2. I am concerned that the period in which the work will take place will be highly distructive and will greatly decrease my quality of life, with possible electricity and water cuts, noise pollution and physical pollution. 

3. I am concerned that the building which I inhabit will not be sturdy enough to withstand further development, particularly another floor being added to it. On this point I refer to the past history of 65-77 having to be rebuilt and refurbished due to the poor quality of work from the outset. This may threaten the flat in which I live.

4.  I am concerned about the loss of parking and the likely heightened demand on remaining parking spaces. This will mean I cannot park my car or will find it difficult.
5. In the plans it shows that the end of my block will be extended and thus narrowing Otago Lane. This will a) be disruptive during the time of building and b) cause massive access problems for parkers, pedestrians and services alike. 

6. Health and Safety risk. The only access to the proposed bulding on Otago Lane will be the lane itself with its narrowed entrance. Surely this poses problems of access for the emergency services as well reducing the possibilities of escape for inhabitants of the lane and the block in which I reside.

7. Traffic will greatly increase, increasing the risk of road accidents, an issue particularly as there is a large influx of kids to the area during the morning (rush hour) attending Hillhead Secondary School.

8. From the architectural plans it appears that the style of building will conflict with those sourrounding it, i.e. new, glassy buildings of a city centre style as opposed to old tenements. Also I believe that Otago Lane is the oldest building in the area and will be extended according to the plans, the extension being 4 storeys high whereas the building existing is has 2. The other buildings rise to 8 storeys, totally our of character with the rest of the area. 
9. Loss of light will occur due to the building of the high rise blocks and my view will be impaired. This will totally change the character of the area and the desireability of living here.

10. I believe that crime will rise due to the increase in population and addition of shops, simply the area will be more desirable to potential thieves and vandals. This will further reduce the desireability of living here. 

11. Loss of local businesses and existing population and hence community. This is of great coincern to me as one of the pluses of living here is the uniqueness of the businesses and community. These, I understand, will be threatened due to the disruptive period of building.   
I hope that you will take my objection and reasons into account when considering this planning application. 

Yours sincerely,

