FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Martin Fell
Otago Lane Community
079756 932 432
martin.tchai@hotmail.co.uk
www.tchaiovna .com


Headline

Save Otago Lane!

Glasgow, 11 August 2009
Otago Lane, the last surviving hub of independent culture and life in Glasgow’s West End, is under threat from a massive 163 flat development which would bring about the closure of such institutions as the Tchai-Ovna tea house and the independent second-hand and antiquarian bookshop Voltaire and Rousseau, as well as destroying the environment and living standards of the residents in the area.  Planning proposals have already been lodged giving only until 14th August for all affected to raise any objection. 

Otago Lane is a small, unimposing gem in the conservation area of Glasgow’s West-End, with a nation-wide reputation for its independent shops, cultural energy, and has been largely untouched in it’s 2-century history.  It is now under grave threat from developers who propose to build four massive city-centre style blocks of flats and commercial units attaching onto the Otago Lane mews gable and directly opposite in the narrow cobbled lane. 
Otago Street Ltd. a front company for Glasgow’s biggest developer Hugh Scott, are planning to replace Otago Lane’s unique character with glass fronted, 
8-storey high flats which in every way conflicts with the will of the community and the surrounding environment in terms of loss of culture, quality of life, greenspace, pressure on parking and local amenities, light, overshadowing, visual amentiy and privacy. 
As well as being home to some of the West End’s original inhabitants who will see their life turned upside-down with the work taking place, due to take up to 6 months to complete.   
Otago Lane has some of the last and most unique independent businesses in the West End of Glasgow; 
· Voltaire and Rousseau bookshop, established for over 25 years, is a mine of literature from essential student texts to original literary and historical masterpieces, with a Scotland-wide reputation. 
· Kenneth Chapelle’s Clock Shop is the last specialist in antique clock repairs in Scotland and one of only 6 in Britain and hence essential and very much in demand. 
· Mixed Up Records is one of Glasgow’s most important independent second hand record and CD shops, with DJs from around Scotland stopping-in to add to their collections. 
· Tchai-Ovna Tea House is one of Scotlands top 10 venues (Guardian Newspaper 2008) and very much the centre of West End culture with a reputation that transcends international boundaries. It is also a multi-cultural epicenter where people from all backgrounds and ethnicities frequent. 
Tchai-Ovna also coordinates a community garden project which runs from its doorstep to the banks of the Kelvin.
· Restore it Beautifully is a work shop specialising in home refurbishments, wood restoration and carpentry at a rare standard and quality that has meant it has been relatively unaffected by recent economic conditions. It is Glasgow’s best independent shop of its kind. 

Otago Lane itself is historically important. It is a protected cobbled lane with a mews built in the early 19th century and is one of the oldest buildings in Glasgow’s West End. Originally a dairy, stables and blacksmith’s ,the original features of the building are still intact, even down to the cobbled flooring in the tea house and mews cottages on the roof around a central courtyard.
The development will destroy this last bastion of original West End Glasgow with 
8-storey high blocks of flats, new retail developments and a massive influx of people which cannot be supported by the local amenities. All the businesses, especially Tchai-Ovna, are facing closure resulting in large job losses and all inhabitants are facing adversities from pollution to crime, noise, loss of light, privacy and property value, potential damage to a historic property, no parking and even difficult and dangerous foot access to their homes.
· Destruction of Otago Lane, area of great cultural, community and historical importance 
· Large city centre style development threatens a whole community’s way of life, both residents and businesses.
· Famous and unique independent businesses such as Voltaire and Rousseaux and Tchai-Ovna Tea House threatened with closure. 
· Glasgow West-End residents in danger of losing their way of life.
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