Save Our Lane

We need your support

Otago Lane, the last surviving hub of independent culture and life in Glasgow’s West End, is under threat from a massive 163 flat development which would bring about the closure of such institutions as the Tchai-Ovna tea house and the independent second-hand and antiquarian bookshop Voltaire and Rousseau, as well as destroying the environment and living standards of the residents in the area.  Planning proposals have already been lodged giving only until 27th August for all affected to raise any objection.
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Please send a letter to:

Steve Inch, Executive Director, Development and Regeneration Services, 229 George Street, Glasgow, G1 1QU steve.inch@drs.glasgow.gov.uk
Or put your details on our contacts sheet for more info.

Writing a letter carries more weight than petitions, but it also helps to put a few points in that will be considered most valid by the planners. These are a few suggestions:
· Loss of jobs

· Loss of cultural centre and heritage

· Increase in traffic congestion

· Increase in demand for car parking

· Effect on conservation area

· Design, appearance and materials

· Joining of new property to existing mews

· Contravention of City Plan Policy Principles

· Loss of trees and green “wildlife” corridor

· Hazard and safety

· Actual disturbance to livelihoods and quality of life
The only access point of the new development is Otago Lane and plans are to narrow the entrance in order to attach a flat onto the end of the adjacent newish block on Otago Street.The style of the buildings are city centre/merchant city style and the 2 blocks of flats planned will rise to 7 floors.
New landscaping will be carried out, however, this will essentially regularize and take away from the character of the area. Existing green areas and the community garden around Tchai-Ovna will be destroyed. Access to the businesses and residences during the building process will be severely reduced and is likely last for between 6 months and a year. Surrounding areas and the greater Glasgow cultural community will be affected.
Please have a look at our website for more information:

www.saveotagolane.co.uk,facebook group “save our lane”, email otagolane@googlemail.com petition www.gopetition.co.uk/petitions/save-otago-lane-glasgow 
